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other hand, the ghost of Peter, if Christian legend
may be trusted, always wanders round the foot of
the Vatican Hill, the gardens and the circus of Nero,
and especially round the obelisk.1 The reason of
this is, if we choose to think so, that the circus in
question preserved the remembrance of the martyrs
of 64, with whom, in the absence of more precise
evidence, Christian tradition associated Peter. "We
prefer to believe that there is some solid ground for
the tradition,2 and that the former place of the obe-
lisk, now marked by an inscription, in the Sacristy
of St. Peter's, indicates, with tolerable accuracy, the
spot where Peter, in his frightful agony on the
cross, glutted the eyes of a populace greedy of
sights of suffering. But this is, after all, a ques-
tion of very secondary importance. If the Vatican
Basilica does not really cover the sepulchre of the

Epist. xiv. xiv. (Opp. ii. col 1273, eel. Benedict.). ActaPetri ct
Pauli, SO (according to some MSS., Tiscliendorf, 35, note). Acta
SS. Junii, v. 43.

1  Eosio, Roma Sott. 74 et seq.   Lipsius, Rom. Petrussage, 102
et seq.

2  The claims of S. Pietro in Montorio in regard to this matter
are unsupported by evidence.
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